White Paper

Migrating Oracle Forms Apps to Java

How WaveMaker Can Help
Migrate Your Oracle Forms
Applications to Open Java

Oracle Forms is a rapid application development environment
for Oracle developers. Because Oracle Forms applications are
proprietary and only run in the Oracle database, many enter-
prises are looking for standards-based alternatives.

WaveMaker is a visual, drag and drop development platform
that produces standards-based Java applications. WaveMaker
provides an easy-to-learn platform for Oracle Forms developers
as well as a high productivity solution for modernizing Oracle
Forms applications.

WaveMaker provides an ideal migration solution from Oracle
Forms to a standards-based Java platform. The following
diagram shows how to migrate an Oracle Forms application to
a standard Java architecture including WaveMaker, 1BM
WebSphere and DB2.

Migration Approach

Migrating an Oracle Forms application to WaveMaker follows
three steps:

® Migrate data to new datastore
® Convert forms to WaveMaker pages

® Convert PL/SQL business logic to Java
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“Oracle Forms is proprietary and costs a
fortune. WaveMaker is open source and really
easy to use, while still allowing access to the
underlying Java code!”

- Tom Gleeson, Gleeson IT

Data migration is only necessary when when the Oracle Forms migra-
tion includes migration to a new database such as DB2. In this case, a
migration toolkit such as the MTK migration toolkit from IBM should
be used.

Converting forms to WaveMaker pages involves using the Wave-
Maker studio to automatically recreate the forms used in the
application. Once a data model is imported into WaveMaker, Wave-
Maker can automatically generate forms that create, read, update and
delete information from any table or view.

WaveMaker automatically manages data validation and security. All
other business logic should be migrated to Java using
an IDE such as Eclipse.

The following image shows the WaveMaker studio running in a
browser. The WaveMaker studio was built using WaveMaker, so itis a
good example of the rich user interface applications that can be built
with WaveMaker.
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